
 

  7

 

CONTENTS 

 

PART I. SEMANTICS 

1. INTRODUCTION........................................................................................ 11 
1.1. Scope and beginnings of semantics.................................................... 11 
1.2. An overview of main semantic theories.............................................. 12 

1.2.1. Diachronic semantics............................................................ 12 
1.2.2. Structuralist semantics......................................................... 15 
1.2.3. Semantics in generative linguistics.................................... 19 
1.2.4. Cognitive semantics............................................................. 21 

Conclusions.................................................................................................. 24 
  
2. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LANGUAGE, 

THOUGHT AN REALITY........................................................................... 
 

25 
2.1. Intension and extension and related dichotomies............................ 25 
2.2. Sign – sense – reference....................................................................... 27 
2.3. Models of the sign................................................................................. 30 

2.3.1. The Saussurean model......................................................... 30 
2.3.2. The Peircean model.............................................................. 31 

2.4. Types of signs........................................................................................ 32 
Conclusions.................................................................................................. 33 
  
3. LINGUISTIC MEANING: TYPES AND DIMENSIONS...............................  35 
3.1. Lyon’s classification: descriptive, social  

and expressive meaning ..................................................................... 
 

35 
3.2. Leech’s seven types of meaning......................................................... 36 
3.3. Descriptive meaning............................................................................... 38 
3.4. Non-descriptive meaning....................................................................... 40 
3.5. Social meaning...................................................................................... 43 
3.6. Evoked meaning.................................................................................... 44 
Conclusions..................................................................................................  46 
  
4. SENSE RELATIONS................................................................................. 49 
4.1. Semasiology and onomasiology- two basic  

approaches to the study of words and their senses ........................ 
 

49 
4.2. From word to concept: polysemy and homonymy ............................ 50 

4.2.1. Polysemy ............................................................................... 50 
4.2.2. Homonymy.............................................................................. 52 
4.2.3. Polysemy vs. Homonymy...................................................... 52 
4.2.4. Polysemy in Cognitive Linguistics....................................... 55 
4.2.5. Polysemy vs. Vagueness....................................................... 56 
4.2.6. Polysemy and semantic change .......................................... 57 

4.3. From concept to word: synonymy and antonymy ............................. 58 
4.3.1. Synonymy ............................................................................. 58 



 

  8

4.3.2. Antonymy .............................................................................. 60 
4.4. Hierarchical sense relations: hyponymy and meronymy ................. 63 

4.4.1. Hyponymy ............................................................................. 63 
4.4.2. Meronymy .............................................................................. 65 

Conclusions ................................................................................................. 67 
  
5. SEMANTIC ORGANIZATION.................................................................... 69 
5.1. The lexicon............................................................................................. 69 

5.1.1. Views of the lexicon ............................................................. 69 
5.1.2. Lexical vs conceptual knowledge ....................................... 70 
5.1.3. Lexical item, lexical unit and lexical entry .......................... 71 

5.2. Semantic fields ...................................................................................... 71 
5.2.1. Field theories ......................................................................... 71 
5.2.2. Lexical gaps .......................................................................... 73 
5.2.3. Conceptual field, lexical field and semantic field .............. 74 

Conclusions ................................................................................................. 78 

PART II. PRAGMATICS  

1. THE DOMAIN OF PRAGMATICS ……………………….………………….. 79 
1.1. Why do we need pragmatics?  

    Correctness vs. acceptability …………………………………………… 
 
79 

1. 2. The domain of pragmatics ………………………………………………. 83 
1. 3. Connections to the other linguistic branches ……………………….. 85 

1.3.1. Connections form - pragmatic meaning …………………... 85 
1.3.2. Connections sense - pragmatic meaning ………...………. 87 

1.4. Subdomains of pragmatics. Some of 
       their basic terms and concepts …………………………………………. 

 
88 

Conclusions ……………………………………………………………………… 95 
  
2. THE CONCEPT OF DEIXIS. TYPES OF DEIXIS ...................................... 97 
2.1. The term and concept of deixis.  
        Types of deixis ..................................................................................... 97 
2.2. Person deixis ........................................................................................ 99 

2.2.1. Means of expressing person deixis.  
Personal pronouns system ............................................... 

 
99 

2.2.2. The reference of pronouns. Deixis vs anaphora................. 99 
2. 3. Time deixis ........................................................................................... 102 

2.3.1. Definition ................................................................................ 102 
2.3.2. Linguistic markers ................................................................ 102 
2.3.3. Time vs tense ........................................................................ 103 

2.3.3.1. Absolute and relative tenses .................................. 104 
2.3.3.2. Tense and Aspect .................................................... 104 

2.3.4. Coding time, event time, reference time. 
Deixis and grammar ............................................................. 

 
105 

2.3.5. Lexical time markers............................................................. 106 
2.3.6. Time vs space deixis............................................................. 109 

2.4. Space deixis........................................................................................... 110 
2.4.1. Definition and importance .................................................... 110 



 

  9

2.4.2. Classification of space deictics ........................................... 110 
2.4.3. Main values ............................................................................ 112 
2.4.4. Combined values .................................................................. 114 
2.4.5. On time and space deixis (again). Which was first? ......... 114 

2.5. Social deixis .......................................................................................... 115 
2.6. Discourse/ textual deixis ...................................................................... 118 
2.7. Empathetic deixis ................................................................................. 120 
Conclusions ................................................................................................. 121 
  
3. CONVERSATIONAL IMPLICATURES……………………………………… 123 
3.1. Logic of Conversation. To say vs to imply. From logical 

connectors to Cooperative Principle ………........................................ 
 

125 
3.2. Classification of implicatures ……………………………………………. 125 
3.3. Conversational implicatures. The Cooperative  
       Principle and conversational maxims……………………………….…. 129 
3.4. Domains of manifestation of conversational maxims ………………. 132 
3.5. Types of non-observance of conversational maxims ……………….  133 
3.6. Tests for conversational implicatures. Drawbacks ………………….. 140 
Conclusions ……………………………………………………….……………... 143 
  
4. PRESUPPOSITIONS …………………..……………………………………... 145 
4.1. A philosophical approach of presuppositions …………..…………… 145 

4.1.1. Presupposition and reference ……………….………………. 145 
4.1.2. Presuppositions and entailment …………………………….. 146 

4.2. Presuppositions as pragmatic inferences ………………..…………… 149 
4.3. Linguistic triggers of presuppositions ………………………………… 150 
4.4. Types of presuppositions ………………………………..………………. 152 

4.4.1. Existential presuppositions ……………………….…………. 152 
4.4.2. Factive presuppositions …………………………………..….. 153 
4.4.3. Lexical presuppositions ……………………….……………… 153 
4.4.4. Structural presuppositions ………………..…………………. 153 
4.4.5. Non-factive presuppositions ……………..………………….. 154 
4.4.6. Counterfactual presuppositions …………………………….. 154 

4.5. The Projection Problem …………………………………………………… 154 
4.6. Tests for presuppositions …………….………………………………….. 157 
Conclusions ………………………..…………………………………………….. 160 
  
5. SPEECH ACTS ……………………………………………………..…………. 161 
5.1. Introduction …………………………………………………..…………….. 161 
5.2. From performative utterances to SAs or vice versa 
 The Performative Hypothesis ………………………..………………………. 

 
162 

5.3. SA Levels. Speech Act Schema …………………………………………. 166 
5.3.1. SA Levels …………………….………………………………….. 166 
5.3.2. Speech Act Schema (SAS) …………………….……………... 168 

5.4. The concept of Speech Act in communication …………….…………. 168 
5.5. SA classification: from Austin to Searle ………….…………………… 170 

5.5.1. Direction of fit ……………………..……………………………. 170 
5.5.2. Illocutionary point …………..………………………………..... 172 
5.5.3. Felicity (Happiness) Conditions ………………………..…… 173 



 

  10

5.5.3.1. Felicity Conditions with Austin ……………………. 173 
5.5.3.2. Felicity Conditions with Searle …………………….. 174 
5.5.3.3. Counterarguments to Felicity  

         Conditions frame …….…………………..…………… 177 
5.6. Indirect Speech Acts ………………………..………………..…………… 177 
Conclusions ……………………………………………………………………… 180 
  
6. POLITENESS ………………….………………………………………………. 181 
6.1. The concept of politeness ……………………………………..…………. 181 

6.1.1. Politeness − a social phenomenon …………..……………... 183 
6.1.2. The conversational maxim view on politeness …….…….. 183 
6.1.3. The face-saving view …………..………………...……………. 185 

6.2. Politeness ‘in its own right’. Politeness Principle 
       and its maxims ……………………………………………………………… 

 
185 

6.3. Politeness and deixis ………………………………………….………….. 189 
6.3.1. Person deixis markers and politeness……………………… 189 
6.3.2. Social deixis and politeness................................................. 190 

6.4. Politeness and conversational implicatures ………………………….. 192 
6.5. Politeness and presuppositions ………………………………………… 194 

6.5.1. The problem of negative ambiguity……..………….…….…. 194 
6.5.2. Structural presuppositions and hearer’s manipulation …. 195 

6.6. Politeness and (indirect) speech acts ………….………………………. 196 
Conclusions…………………………………………………………….……...…. 199 
  
BIBLIOGRAPHY …………………………….…………………………………… 201 
 
 
 


	Blank Page

