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In honour of Professor Doina Negomireanu
on Her 80"Birthday
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a ’occasion de ses 80 ans






~FOTOGRAFIE DE GRUP CU DOAMNA”:
DE LA FICTIUNE, PRIN CARTIL, LA REALITATE

Sa prezint un cuvant omagial despre profesoara mea
este fard indoiald o provocare. Stilul potrivit, fie abordarea
oficiald, fie izvorul amintirilor, este de fapt o stare de spirit.
Am ales fard ezitare amintirea unei frumoase colaborari
pentru ca este o cale sigurd de a evoca o personalitate.
Acecasta abordare este in mod evident subiectiva, dar
reprezintd cumva un test al recunostintei mele. Nu-l voi pica.

Doamna profesoard Doina Negomireanu a absolvit
Facultatea de Filologie a Universitatii ,,Babes-Bolyai” din
Cluj-Napoca si a fost cercetitor stiintific in cadrul
Institutului de L1ngv1stlca si Istorie Literara, filiala Cluj a Academiei Romaéne.

~ Ulterior a activat la Universitatea din Craiova, unde a
% it devenit, din 2004, profesor universitar. Este specializata n
.~ limba romana literarda, cu o [

|5 L RGNS
| aeamamia nmevanien uu\q,ng-u 3
,‘~

o

- competentd principald in semantica
g si stilisticd. Opera stiintificd este | ,
. ampla si variata, cu referire speciald ; i
la cartile publicate la Editura |
Academiei:  Dictionarul  limbii
' romane, opera  monumentald
(coautor 4 volume, publicate Tn

M LTES

1969 1975, 1982, 1983) Evangheliarul slavo-roman de la
Sibiu, 1551-1553 (editie filologica, 1971), Limba romdna | @ ‘g‘
corecta (1973), Blbllografla Dacoromaniei (1983), Vocabular roméanesc. Gandi.

Camp lexico-semantic (monografie stiintifica, 2000) etc. De
asemenea, a coordonat citeva volume si a publicat zeci de
articole stiintifice (despre semanticd, stilistica, fonetica,
ortografie, ortoepie, formarea cuvintelor, etimologie).

Am cunoscut-o pe doamna profesoara cand eram elev
de liceu. Tntr-o zi, dirigintele nostru, Dumitru Raducanu,
ne-a anuntat cd o profesoard de la universitate urma sa ne
~ predea un curs de limba romana. intr-adevir, a fost o
prelegere despre limbajul poetic al lui Tudor Arghezi.
| Doamna profesoard Negomireanu ne-a explicat cu ribdare
multe concepte lingvistice si o0 metoda avansata de analizd de text. A vorbit o ord cu
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,Fotografie de grup cu doamna”: de la fictiune, prin carti, la realitate

un flux verbal continuu, tindnd in mana o editie stiintifica
Arghezi: editia G. Pienescu, publicatd in 1980 la Cartea
Roméneasci. Imi amintesc acest detaliu marunt datoriti
culorii copertii. Dacad ma gandesc acum, cred ca am fost
impresionat.

Peste cativa ani, am devenit studentul dansei la
Universitatea din  Craiova. Doamna  profesoara
Negomireanu preda fonetica-fonologie, lexicologie si
istoria limbii roméane literare. Era cel mai indragit profesor,
iar cursurile ei erau o Tncantare: vorbea ntotdeauna liber e |
(uneori avea un fel de notite cu informatie excedentard) si discursul stiintific era
cumva improvizat, promovand mereu idei originale. Ca
metoda didacticd, intretinea un
dialog nemilos: te supunea unei
,rafale” de intrebari ca sa obtina
réspunful c.orect. ION

. ‘In primul an de facultfel‘te gm COTEANU
participat la un concurs stiintific
national. Din pécate, nimeni din
grupul meu, coordonat de doamna |
profesoard, nu a obtinut un loc ‘
fruntas. Se ocupase special de noi: ore suplimentare de
pregatire, rabdare si o multime de carti. Dupa concurs, pentru cé eram foarte tristi,

ne-a consolat. A anuntat public cd vom primi nota maximd la examenul de an, ca o
forma de recunoastere a efortului nostru. Ne-a laudat si a fost solidara cu noi in ciuda
acestui esec 1inseldtor, addugind cd reusita stiintifica
inseamna pregatire permanentd, nu un rezultat intdmplator.
Apoi a facut un gest surprinzitor, oferind fiecaruia un
exemplar al capodoperei lui Heinrich Boll, Portret de grup
cu doamna. Personajul central al romanului este Leni
Pfeiffer, o femeie puternica si inteligenta. Titlul cartii si
personajul feminin sunt fie o coincidentd superbd, fie un
mesaj subtil pe care atunci nu I-am inteles. Nici acum nu stiu.
Pe vremea aceea, am facut o ,,fotografie de grup”, un portret
— de grup cu mentorul nostru.

Doamna profesoara Negomireanu este o personalitate energica si complexa.
Pentru cé i-am fost alaturi atatia ani, pot sa afirm ca domina intotdeauna auditoriul.

Competenta stiintifica, vocea calma si sigurd, calitatea discursului si stapanirea de
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,Fotografie de grup cu doamna”: de la fictiune, prin carti, la realitate

sine erau esentiale. Infatisarea impunitoare intregeste acest

portret: este o doamna rafinata si foarte frumoasa. Cu tot OMAGTU
respectul cuvenit, era renumita pentru frumusetea ei si toata
lumea, deopotrivd barbati si femei, colegi si studenti,
remarca public farmecul si eleganta ei.

Obisnuia sa-mi faca surprize ,,bibliografice”. Lista \
cartilor este lungd, dar imi amintesc cu bucurie un dar \‘
special: volumul lui Carmen Vlad, Sensul, dimensiune Gheanghe Balocan

g . . . - . . =
esentiala a textului, cu o dedicatie personald. Dedicatia =

este: ,,Domnului Dragos Topala, acest «semn» care se vrea
de bun augur pentru evolutia stiintifica viitoare a tanarului dascal. Cu simpatie,
Carmen Vlad. Cluj-Napoca, 27 oct. 1994”.

Uneori eram cam impetuos in relatia noastrd profesionald, iar dansa va
intelege cu siguranta cét de rau imi pare acum. Dupa o discutie contradictorie dura
pe o tema stiintifica (pe vremea aceea aveam un fel de impertinenta atotstiutoare),
doamna profesoard m-a ,,pedepsit”: intr-0 zi, mi-a oferit volumul memorial lon
Coteanu pe care 1l realizase cu truda.

La incheiere, adaug gandul colegului Ovidiu Draghici (care are si el motive
intemeiate sa fie recunoscdtor): Doamna Profesoara, asistentii dumneavoastra va
ureaza multd sdnatate si va felicita din suflet pentru intreaga cariera academica!

Dragos Vlad Topala
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“GROUP PORTRAIT WITH LADY:”
FROM FICTION, THROUGH BOOKS, TO REALITY

Paying tribute to my professor is undoubtedly a
challenge. The right style, either the formal approach or the
wellspring of memories, is actually a state of mind. | chose
without hesitation the recollection of a fine collaboration
because it is a safe path to evoke a personality. This
approach is obviously subjective, but it represents
somehow a test of my gratitude. | will not fail.

Professor Doina Negomireanu graduated from the
Faculty of Philology of the “Babes-Bolyai” University in
Cluj-Napoca, and she was a scientific researcher at the
___ Institute  of Linguistics and
- Literary History, the Cluj branch of the Romanian
| Academy. She later worked at the University of Craiova,
where she held, since 2004, the Full Professor rank. She
specialized in Romanian literary language, with a core
competence in semantics and
stylistics. Her scientific works are
- extensive and various, with special
reference to the books published
by the Academy Publishing
~ House: Dictionary of The |
Romanian Language, a monumental work (coauthor, 4
volumes, published in 1969, 1975, 1982, 1983), The Slavic- _
Romanian Evangel from Sibiu, 1551-1553 (philological -
edition, 1971) The Correct Romanian Language (1973), | ==

! " The Bibliography of Dacoromania
‘ (1983), Romanian Vocabulary. To Think. A Lexical-
Semantic Field (scholarly monograph, 2000), etc. She also
coordinated several volumes and published dozens of
scientific papers (on semantics, stylistics, phonetics,
orthography, orthoepy, word formation, and etymology).

I met Professor Negomireanu when | was a high-
school student. One day, our class master, Dumitru
Raducanu, told us that an university professor was to teach
us a Romanian language course. Indeed, it was a lecture on

uTERA X

AN Y5
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“Group Portrait with Lady:” from Fiction, through Books, to Reality

Tudor Arghezi’s poetic language. Professor Negomireanu
explained patiently to us many linguistic concepts and an
advanced method of text analysis. She spoke for an hour in
a constant verbal flow, while grasping an Arghezi scientific
edition: the G. Pienescu edition, published in 1980 by the
Romanian Book Publishing House. | recall this petty detail
because of the colour of the book cover. Come to think of
it, | guess | was impressed.

A few years later, | became her student at the
University of Craiova. Professor Negomireanu taught B
phonetics-phonology, lexicology, and history of the Romanian literary Ianguage She
was the most beloved teacher, and her classes were a delight: she always spoke
offhand (sometimes she had a sort of overwritten memo), and the scientific discourse
was somehow extempore, promoting constantly original
ideas. As a teaching method, she maintained a ruthless
dialogue: she would subjectyouto
a “burst” of questions in order to
elicit the right answer.

In my first vyear at
university, | took part in a national
scientific competition.
Unfortunately, none of my group,
coordinated by Professor
Negomireanu, got a leading place. She had taken special
care of us: extra hours of training, patience, and lots of
books. After the competition, because we were very sad, she gave comfort to us. She
publicly announced that we would receive the highest mark in the final year exam as
a form of acknowledgement of our effort. She praised us, and was sympathetic to us
in spite of this deluding failure, adding that scientific success meant continuous
work, not a random outcome. Then she made a surprising
gesture, giving each of us a copy of Heinrich Boll’s
masterpiece, Group Portrait with Lady. The main character
of the novel is Leni Pfeiffer, a resolute and intelligent
1 woman. The title of the book and the female character are
MWGANULUI either a superb coincidence or a subtle message that I did not
understand at that time. I still don’t know. Back then, we sat
for a “group photo,” a group portrait with our mentor.

Professor Negomireanu is an energetic and a complex

— personality. Having been by her side for so many years, | can
15
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