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This collection of speeches, practical activities and sources for 

further is the result of years of training and teaching work, mostly 

practical, but also in part theoretical. The main motivation behind it is 

the positive reaction and feedback from students, who found certain 

aspects interesting and relevant, and who also sometimes enjoyed the 

training of a set of skills which can be quite challenging and even 

frustrating at times.  

But put in the right professional context and with the benefit of 

the insight and experience of so many brilliant interpreters out there, 

it can facilitate a lot of aha moments and a feeling of personal 

achievement when training pays off and leans to good results in the 

booth which lead to the appearance of this book in its present form.  

It needs to be said that it is just one of the many forms in which 

it could have been compiled, but this volume also speaks very much 

of the time when it has been put together. Such a training material can 

very aptly evolve with the time and the political issues of the day. For 

while the interpreting principles remain the same, the topical issues 

change, and new professional aspects appear which are very well 

documented in the day and age when online sources are in abundance. 

Old and new interpretation strategies and techniques need to be tried 

and tested to meet these challenges. 

For now this book is a labour of love which I dedicate to all my 

students of Simultaneous Interpretation for International Relations at 

the Master’s Programme for Specialised Translation and 

Interpretation who have motivated me to start somewhere and put 

together this initial book which speaks for all the late evenings of 

booth or online RSI where we tried to motivate each other just to make 

it to the end of the sessions, or we watched and felt that things were 

moving, that they became possible, where we put up with each other’s 

nit-picking, hair-splitting and harsh self-criticism.  

Dear MATIS students, 2012-2022 and future, this is for you.  

Oana-Florina Avornicesei
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CHAPTER I 
ENGLISH POLITICAL SPEECHES  

 

I. REMARKS BY VICE-PRESIDENT SCHINAS AT 

THE PRESS CONFERENCE ON A STRONGER AND MORE 

RESILIENT SCHENGEN AREA, ON 2ND JUNE 2021 IN 

BRUSSELS 
 

“Check against delivery” 
 

Schengen has become a symbol of what Europe stands for 

today. It's part of our model of society, of our European way of life. 

It's in a way the jewel in our crown. It has not always been like that. I 

still remember when I was 15 and travelled for the first time abroad 

from Greece, I was body searched at the airport of Thessaloniki by 

very aggressive customs officers who were trying to establish whether 

I was carrying with me extra foreign currency, and I was seen as a 

potential criminal, not as a free citizen exercising my right to mobility. 

Lots of time has passed since these traumatic experiences. Now 

Europeans move freely across the board.   
 

Schengen is the largest free travel area in the world. It allows 

more than 400 million EU citizens and visitors to move freely. 

 

It's also as President von der Leyen said in her State of the 

Union speech last September the linchpin of the single market and its 

four freedoms. 

 
Schengen isn't only about borders, it's also about the economy.  

 

It is clear that no system despite its success can bear the test of 

time without renewal. 

 

And we saw that Schengen has suffered two sets of very severe 

acute pressure in the last years. First during the migratory crisis in 

2016. But also recently with the pandemic. This led to uncoordinated, 
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sometimes blanket closures, restrictions to free movement and 

reintroduction of internal border controls that I don't think helped a 

lot, and on the contrary harmed our way of life and our understanding 

of society and rights.   

What we are presenting today is a new Schengen Strategy, 

which will reinforce Schengen. We have to save Schengen by 

reinforcing and reforming it. 

The Strategy takes a comprehensive look at the three pillars that 

underpin Schengen. 

The first is external borders. Contrary to what many people 

believe, Schengen does not do away with borders altogether but relies 

on the premise that to have free internal borders, we have to displace 

our border management capacity to our external borders. 

A lot has been done in that respect: a significant reinforcement 

of Frontex, which is now becoming  a fully-fledged the European 

Border and Coast Guard, the introduction and digitalisation of 

interoperable interconnected databases, including the Entry/Exit 

System (EES) and the European Travel Information and Authorisation 

System (ETIAS) 

The second pillar is the idea of alternatives. Schengen must be 

supported by a vast set of measures that compensate for the absence 

of internal controls. There is an array of tools and initiatives that can 

help us. 

Schengen is about more than just borders. We can reinforce 

police cooperation. We have a common European visa policy. We 

have a common European system of returns. We have a common 

Security Union. And down the road, we hope we will have the New 

Pact for Migration and Asylum that will help us with alternatives in 

border management, and reducing the potential risks of secondary 

movements and absconding within our borders. 
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