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Nota!

Arhivele judetene au purtat de-a lungul vremii mai multe denumiri. In prezentarea
autorilor, acolo unde nu avem date sigure, pentru a nu gresi, vom folosi denumirea de
Serviciu Judetean.






Tudor Ratoi. Portret in creion realizat de Violeta Scrociob (2018)
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PREFATA

Fugit irreparabile tempus! — clama poetul antic Vergiliu. Nu doar din epoca
sa, ci mult mai dinainte, vine o vreme cand fiecare pamantean care a fost, prin tot
ceea ce a realizat pentru ceilalti, o rotita mai mica sau mai importanta in marele
angrenaj al unei comunitati, al societatii, al lumii intregi, trebuie sa se retraga de
pe scena muncii zilnice (la stat sau in sectorul particular), capatand si urmdnd sa se
conformeze unui statut nou — acela de pensionar. Un numar insemnat dintre cei care
ajung in aceasta situatie traiesc un sentiment amestecat de nostalgie, tristete §i —
uneori — chiar de frustrare; li se pare ca acea comunitate in mijlocul careia au
trudit, si, prin extensie, tara intreaga nu mai au nevoie de ei, dispensandu-se prea
brusc de serviciile lor, in ciuda faptului ca se mai simt inca in stare de eforturi si de
performante, intr-un domeniu sau altul. Dar... dura lex, sed lex! Pe langa argu-
mentul peremptoriu al lui molesta senectus, se are in vedere si faptul ca vin din
urma generatiile tinere, dornice de actiune si de afirmare, gata sa preia stafeta! Si
ciclul se repeta — de secole, de milenii...

Cercetatorul Conf. Univ. Dr. Tudor Ratoi nu se sperie de acest moment semni-
ficativ al vietii. El a fost intotdeauna un om al Cetatii si robustul sau optimism funciar,
iubirea de semeni, de carti §i de documente exclud din start astfel de sentimente, pentru
,simplul” motiv ca genul acesta de oameni nu se simt niciodata ,,dati la o parte”;
generogi §i dezinteresati, cu un inalt grad de intelegere a lucrurilor si a vietii, fara
resentimente, zarva sau niscaiva ,,nelinisti metafizice”, ei predau in liniste ,, stafeta”,
gata oricand sa participe la alte ,,sporturi” intelectuale, dintre cele care nu cunosc
restrictii legislative sau temporale. Asa cum a facut toata viata, de la o varsta tanara —
abia implinise douazeci de ani — el isi va continua nobila §i utila activitate de ,,doctor
fara arginti” in slujba cercetarii istorice, a animatiei culturale complexe in zona care
[-a ivit, in domeniile care l-au consacrat. Salile de studiu ale Arhivelor Mehedintene
(dar nu numai) si Nationale vor fi onorate in continuare de prezenta lui joviala si
calma, iar biblioteca judeteana si celelalte mari ,,case ale cartii” din tara il vor ajuta
sa completeze informatiile scoase la lumina din documentele originale, in vederea
elaborarii de noi lucrari istorice §i a publicarii unor editii de documente inedite sau
mai putin cunoscute.
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Momentele importante ale existentei trebuie, insd, sa fie inregistrate cumva, mai
ales cand este vorba despre aceasta prelungita ,, prestatie” socio-culturala si despre un
cercetator de anvergura domnului Conf. Univ. Dr. Tudor Ratoi. Misiunea marcarii
acestui eveniment §i-a asumat-o, ca in numeroase alte cazuri asemandtoare, un alt
istoric cunoscut al Olteniei, valceanul Eugen Petrescu, ale carui realizari in domeniu se
individualizeaza printr-o trasatura originala: harnicul presedinte al filialei valcene a
Asociatiei Nationale Cultul Eroilor ,,Regina Maria”, care a avut si are ca obiectiv
principal perpetuarea in constiinta noastra a sentimentelor de pretuire si gratitudine
fata de eroii neamului, si-a extins in ultimii ani sfera de activitate, organizand o serie
de actiuni specifice in vederea cinstirii unor carturari renumiti ai tarii si adaugand la
unele dintre acestea prinosul sau (si al altora) de recunostinta: volume omagiale (de
pilda, in cazul cercetatorilor istorici pr. Dumitru Balasa, Dinica Ciobotea, Mite
Maneanu etc.). Editorul monografist a avut §i are in vedere, desigur, eroismul de
fiecare zi al unor semeni ai nogstri pentru care viata inseamna datorie §i responsabi-
litate, stradania continuda de a spori prin ceva zestrea cultural-spirituala lasata de
inaintagii comunitatilor in mijlocul carora traiesc (,, Eroul acestui documentar” — spune
el la un moment dat, vorbind despre protagonist. Este de presupus cd nu avea in vedere
doar sensul de ,,personaj” al termenului erou!).

A venit acum randul distinsului istoric §i arhivist severinean, fostul — deja! —
director al Arhivelor Mehedintene, Conf. Univ. Dr. Tudor Ratoi — cel care, continuand
cu stralucire eforturile inaintagilor sai (Prof. Nicolae Chipurici s.a.), a ridicat
cercetarea arhivistica si istoricd locala la un inalt nivel stiintific, integrand-o cu succes
in istoriografia nationald —, sa i se dedice cuvenitul omagiu pentru performantele sale
culturale, recurgandu-se la pretextul implinirii unei varste semirotunde.

Volumul este alcatuit judicios, respectand ,,canoanele” acestui gen de lucrari.
Din ratiuni de spatiu §i pentru a evita redundanta, nu vom repeta partile componente,
care sunt mentionate in CUPRINSUL cartii. Consideram ca extinsul Capitol I —
OMAGII, MESAJE, AMINTIRI SI APRECIERI reflecta atdat popularitatea de care se
bucura istoricul mehedintean, cdt si simpatia (eufemistic vorbind!) manifestata de
opinenti fata de Domnia Sa. Mai sunt de remarcat bogatul CV al protagonistului gi
diversitatea bibliografiei sale, precum si multimea de studii i articole ale autorilor, pe
teme de istorie si arhivistica, dovedind ca cel omagiat este identificat in cel mai inalt
grad cu slujitorii de frunte ai acestor doua stiinte atat de ,,inrudite”; de altfel, o parte
semnificativa dintre aceste materiale fac, in ,,partea a ll-a” a lor, referiri concrete la
cercetatorul aniversat. Un ALBUM FOTO-DOCUMENTAR (aspect si practica mult
agreate de ingrijitorul editiei!) completeaza cu succes REPERELE BIOBIBLIO-
GRAFICE din cea de-a IV-a secventd. Aparatul critic al volumului este reprezentat de
Tabula gratulatoria, de Prefata si de o Nota editoriald. Traducerea in engleza a unor
texte le apartine scrupulosului Mihail Rogojinaru — o mare sperantd a eseisticii §i
criticii literare romdnesti — §i Adinei Ratoi, iar grafica volumului este realizata de
cunoscutul artist plastic Violeta Scrociob si de tehnoredactorul grafician Valentin
Pitigoi.
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Volumul constituie, in ansamblul sau, un binemeritat OMAGIU inchinat celui
sarbatorit si, in acelagi timp, o noud reugita a inimosului presedinte al Asociatiei
Nationale Cultul Eroilor ,,Regina Maria” — Filiala Judeteana , Matei Basarab”
Vilcea, in postura sa de coordonator si editor. Felicitari amandurora!

Ion SOARE
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FOREWORD

Fugit irreparabile tempus! - proclaimed the ancient poet Virgil. But ever since,
and even before Virgil’s era, there comes a time in one’s life when, by what we have
achieved for others, be it as a small or big part of our community or society, we must
bid farewell after years of assiduous work and accept our new status - that of a
pensioner. Many of those who reach this stage of their lives have mixed feelings of
nostalgia, sadness and - sometimes - even frustration. They think that the community -
and by extension the entire country - to which they have contributed no longer needs
them, relies on them or requires their service, although they are still capable of fully
delivering in many areas. Yet... dura lex, sed lex! Besides the compelling argument of
molesta senectus, one should take into account that younger generations are catching
up, eager to take action and to be acknowledged, ready to take the lead! This is the way
things have been for centuries, for millennia...

The historian Tudor Ratoi, PhD is not afraid of this moment for he has always
been a man of the Fortress. His innate optimism, love of others, of books and of
documents suppress such feelings for the “simple” reason that people like him never
feel pushed aside. People like him are generous and unselfish, they have a deep
comprehension of the meaning of things and life, they do not manifest any resentment,
complaints or “metaphysical angst”. They hand over quietly, ready at any time to take
an interest in other intellectual pursuits, without any duties to legal or temporal
obligations. Just as he has done since his early twenties, Tudor Ratoi will pursue his
noble and valuable work of “doctor without fee” to service historical research and to
contribute to complex cultural activities in his areas of expertise. The reading rooms of
the Archives of Mehedinti County and of the National Archives will be honoured to
welcome the jovial and calm Tudor Ratoi, and libraries across the country will provide
him with assistance to uncover new or lesser-known documents for publication.

*

Important moments of human existence must be somehow recorded, in particular
when they reference a long-lasting socio-cultural contribution and a scholar of Tudor
Ratoi’s calibre. The marking of this event has been undertaken, as in other similar
occasions, by the well-known historian, Eugen Petrescu. As president of the Vilcea
County Office of the Asociatia Nationala Cultul Eroilor “Regina Maria” (the “Regina
Maria” National Association for Heroes' Memory), whose main goal has been to
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commemorate national heroes, Eugen Petrescu has recently become involved in a series
of activities, organising different events to pay tribute to notable Romanian historians,
such as editing anniversary volumes for Dumitru Badlasa, Dinica Ciobotea, Mite
Maneanu, amongst others. For some time, this monographer has been considering the
heroic actions of some of our historian fellows for whom life means duty, responsibility
and a constant endeavour to enrich the cultural and spiritual heritage of the
communities where they live (“The hero of this documentary” - says he, speaking of the
protagonist at a certain moment. One can assume that he did not only mean
“character” when calling him hero!).

Under the pretext of a life-time milestone, the moment has come to pay tribute to
Tudor Ratoi, distinguished historian and archivist, and (already!) former director of the
National Archives of Mehedinti County, for his services rendered to culture. Following
into the footsteps of his predecessors, Nicolae Chipurici, prof. and others, Tudor Ratoi
took local historical and archival research to a higher scientific level, successfully
integrating it in the national historiography.

This volume has been conscientiously assembled, true to the principles of this
genre of publications. Due to space constraints and to avoid redundancy, I will not list
the respective sections hereunder, as they are mentioned in the CUPRINS (Table of
Contents). I believe that the lengthy Chapter I - OMAGII, MESAJE, AMINTIRI SI
APRECIERI (Homages, Messages, Memoirs and Acknowledgements) reflects the
popularity of the historian, as well as the admiration (to speak euphemistically) of those
who have written about him. [ highlight the protagonist’s rich CV and diverse
bibliography, but also the great number of papers and articles penned by the other
authors about him, which prove his place amongst the most prominent representatives
of history and archival science. In fact, a significant portion of these materials speaks
directly of the scholar in their “second part”. An ALBUM FOTO-DOCUMENTAR
(Photo-Documentary Album), much praised by the editor, successfully completes
REPERELE BIOBIBLIOGRAFICE (Bibliographic References) in the fourth sequence.
The critical apparatus is made of the Tabula gratulatoria, the Foreword and the
Editor’s Note. The translation into English of different texts is due to Mihail
Rogojinaru, a promising Romanian essayist and literary critic, and to Adina Ratoi. The
design and cover of the book are by artist Violeta Scrociob and the typeset is by
Valentin Pitigoi.

This volume is a TRIBUTE paid to Tudor Ratoi and at the same time a new and
passionate achievement by the president of the Asociatia Nationala Cultul Eroilor
“Regina Maria” - “Matei Basarab” Vilcea County Office, as coordinator and editor.
Congratulations to both!

Ion SOARE
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CONFERENTIARUL UNIVERSITAR TUDOR RATOI -
ISTORIC DE SEAMA AL TARII SEVERINULUI*

- nota editoriala la volumul
Istoricul si arhivistul Tudor Ratoi la 65 de ani,
Editura Universitaria, 2018 -

Abia intrati in 2018, un valoros istoric gi arhivist oltean, nascut la Dabuleni,
Dolj - membru al Centrului de Cercetari Istorice ,Pr. Dumitru Balaga" din
Ramnicu-Valcea al Asociatiei Nationale Cultul Eroilor ,,Regina Maria" — se adauga
acelor oameni de gtiinta si de cultura omagiati de organizatia noastra cu prilejul
aniversarii unei frumoase varste. Dupa ce in 2017 i-am omagiat pe distingii istorici
Dinica Ciobotea din Craiova — profesor universitar, doctor in istorie — gi Mite
Méneanu din Drobeta-Turnu Severin — profesor, doctor in istorie, la aniversarea a
70 de ani de viata, acum avem onoarea sa-l cinstim printr-un volum omagial pe
cel ce s-a aplecat cu intreaga fiinta catre cercetarea nesecatelor izvoare ale
istoriei romanesti din vatra mehedinteana - din vatra Tarii Severinului — si nu
numai, pastrarea nealterata a acestora si valorificarea rezultatelor obtinute prin
publicarea lor. Este vorba, aga cum spuneam mai sus, despre unul dintre cei mai
de seami istorici sgi arhivigti roméani ai momentului: conferentiarul universitar
doctor in istorie Tudor Ratoi — geful Serviciului Judetean Mehedinti al Arhivelor
Nationale, cu prilejul aniversarii a 65 de ani de viata — din care 42 de ani in slujba
istoriei neamului —, iegirea la pensie gi trecerea sa intr-o noua etapa de viata.

Muzicianul iranian Mehdi Aminian spunea intr-un interviu: ,, Toful se schimba
in lume. Trebuie sd pdstram ceva!l'. indragostit find de universul muzicii
traditionale autohtone romanegti, artistul a ales, incepand cu 2011, sa-si lipeasca
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